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SAY ON PRIESTHOOD. | 
_ The subject of the Priesthood is one about 
which, there is so much said, and about which 
there,has been so mach written, that we also 
will take the'liberty of saying a few things e- 
bout it. AL religious ‘sects, of this day as 
well as previous ‘days, in some form or other 
jay claim to the Priesthood of the primitive, 
so called, christian church, and by. virtue of 
this elaim,:¢6 forth into the world to build| 
churches, and when they build them, they say 
they are‘churches of Christ, built bythe au- 
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jamine, in the first instance. 


It is this claim which we are disposed to ex- 
‘Whether their claim is true or false, is 
no part of our intention to controvert in this 
essay; but whether the establishing of this 
fact, suppose the Catholics can prove a regu- 
lar chain of ordination from the apostles till 
the present, will prove they have the apostol- 
ic priesthood. 

In order to reach the subject fairly, we will 
present it as it is, foanded on this claim.— 
There can be no proof of the fact, from a con- 
tinuous chain of ordination, only on the prin- 


thority of heaven, and organized according to 
the platform laid downin the New ‘l'estament. 

It.is adinitted.by all that Christ; in order to 
build his church, did ‘establish a priesthood, 
and that by that priesthood his church was 
built; and if the priesthood had not existed, by 
which his church was built, it could not have 
been organized. This is so‘ plainly taught,| 
that no one can doubt it;. for the apostles were 
commanded to tarry at Jerusalem until they 
were endued with power from an high. This 
indewment, all will agree, was to enable them 
to'found and establish the church of Christ.— 
This being admitted, it follows of necessity, 
that without. an . endued.Priesthood the church 
of Christ could not have been organized. and 
established. 


All .télizious denominations, or. neaily-all, 
seem.to admit this fact, and,. accordingly, ef- 
forts are made by them to prove that they have 


which’ his. church was established; and on 
that prineiple claim to be the charch of Christ. 
The Catholies_gad. the Episcopalians make 
the highest claiggto priesthood, and therefore 
claim the honofaf being the church of Christ, 
to the exclusion of others, or at least the Cath- 
olics.do; and.it must be acknowledged by all 


ciple that the ordination gives the priesthood 


are required but the ordination, or in addition 


[ore reqar for; for ifany other qualifications 


to this claim of the priesthood by ordination, 


the claim by ordination is given ap. Now as 
to this claim as set up by the Catholics, we 
have a few things to say. If ordination gives 


the priesthood, then all societies which can 
prove a regular succession of ordination from 
the apostles have the same claims to the priest- 
hood the Catholices have, and if ordination 
gives it to the Catholics, it gives it equally to 
others, and frou this there is no escape; for if 
the Catholics attempt to deny this priesthood 
to others, they give up their own claims, by 

enying that ordination does bestow, the priest- 
hood; for if it does in one case, it will in all 
cases. 


| That other-sects can prove their ordination 


in regular succession from the apostles, is just 


: prove ths as certain as the. Catholics can prove theirs, 
the priesthood which Christ instituted, and by/and'if none of then can, there is an end to 


their claim to the priesthood, if it is ordination 


gives the ‘priesthood. So that the claim 


which they: make of the priesthgod, founded 
ona continuous chain of ordination from the 


apostles, proves toom 
proves nothing. 


The Catholics 


uch, and cofisequently 


‘say that all the. Protestant 


sects, that if the priesthoad ‘is any where injchutrehes are heretics, and not of God, yet, if 


the seetaridn world, the Catholics have as high 
if not higher claims‘ to it than any others.— 
This all wilt have to acknowledge, taking the 
course they do to establish their priesthood; 
by proving's regular succession of ordination 
from the apostles; ‘for if they can do this, the 
Catholics. can,’ and if the Catholies cannot, 
As far as our knowledge extends of these 
claims to the priesthood they are claimed by 


all, who do claim them,’ on’ the one common)pt 


‘principle, of proving an ‘unbroken chain’ of 
ordination from the apostles to the present day; 


Cc 


The true ‘priesthood ‘building 


the Catholic claim to the priesthood is correct, 
we have this strange and anheard of thing.— 
“false and here- 
tical churches, an anomoly sure enough.— 
The same difficulty attends the Protestants 
laims. They say the ‘Catholic church ‘is 
“Mystery Babylon the mother“of Harlets,”’ 
and yet, if the Protestant prisethood is the — 
true priesthood, so is the Catholic preisthood: 
for if the Protestants*can prove their claim to 

priesthood, by virtue of a continudus chain of 


é 


otdination from the apostles, and thereby lay 
claim to the priesthood, and by virtue of this 


claim go forth and build up churches, then in- 


when they” have done this, their 
Clatmas to the true priesthood cannot be doubted. 


deed, the Catholics have as strong claims to- 


} 
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the priesthood as the Protestants can have, 
and if any of their claims are correct, they are 
all correct, and it follows of necessity, that 
“mystery Babylon,” is built, established and 
mantained by the trae priesthood. Are the 
Protestants ready to admit this? we answe! 
no; bat should they deny it, then there isan 
end to their priesthood, and instead of its be- 
ing of God, it is man made, or devil made, 
themselves being judges. and so visa versa. 
The Catholics must either renounce the claim 
to the priesthood, if they claim il in.conse- 
quence of being able to prove a regular suc- 
cession of ordination from the apostles, or else 


Catholic church a regu lar chain or- 


dination since the days of thé apente Peter;. 


this does not prove that it was the apostolic 
priesthood that was thus handed down, and in 
ithe absence of this proof, the claim to the a- 
postolic priesthood is as ignorant asit is impu- 
dent, and as impudent as it is blasphemous. 

Then admitting the Catholics ean prove 
an unbroken chain of ordimation from Peter, 
it will leave them far short of establishing 
their claim to the apostolic priesthood; for 
their claim ja the first instance refutes itself. 
Their argument, proves too much, ,and by so 
doing proves nothing, for it does not give them 


admit that the true priesthood, can establish 
damnable heresies, and heritical secis. 


the exclusive priesthood, but gives it to others 
as well. as them, and there.can be, no dispute 


Ifa regular unbroken chain of ordination|that if the apostoli¢ priesthood is- on earth, 


from the apostles, give the priesthood, then 
the true preisthood can build ““Mystery Baby- 
lon’”’ establish “‘damnable heresies,# introduee, 
‘sdoctrines of devils,”’ corrupt the. World, de- 


itis ion-one society‘only, and not in three or 
four, or three of fout hundred; butif ordina- 
tion gives it, and a regujar unbroken chain of 
ordination can:be found, and:this handing 


stroy righteousness, and prepare the humanidown the,apostolie priesthood from genera- 


family for the perdition of ungodly men.—, 
Thisie a priesthood with a'vengeance, and one 
that both Catholics ‘and Protestants would 
blush to own; but it is just such a priesthood! 
as they have got, if their right to priesthdod is 
dependant on a regular ‘chain of ordination 
from the apostles, and they have that regular 
unbroken succession of ordination. Such are 
the inconsistencies to which both Catholics 
and Protestants are driven, in trying to sup 
port their claims to priesthood. 
There is another point in relation to this 
way of claiming the priesthood, to which we 
would claim the attention of the reader. In 
the primitive church there were different offi- 
ces, as clearly set forth as that there was a 
priesthood, In the priesthood. their were 
grades of offices; prophets, apostles, pastors, 
teachers, &ec. and the apostles had power to 
ordain to any of these offices, those whom the 
spirit signified were worthy. Keep this fac 
in mind, and then: examine: the claims the 
Catholies and others make to set in St. Peter's 


tion to. generation, then, the apostolic priest- 
hood more denominations than one, ‘for 
jast so certain'as one society can trace’ their 
lordination'.back to the apostles, just, 80 cer- 
tain it is others can, and that being the case, 
the conclusion is unavoidable, that there are 
different societies, differing so widely. that 
they cannot fellowship together, while each 
one have the apostolic priesthood in it. 

But this. fact of others having the apostolic 
priesthood, the Catholics will deny, and by 
so doing, deny that ordination by regular guc- 
cession does give the «priesthood, ;for they 
will have'to acknowledge if it does, other 
societies have it as well as theirs, and. this 
overthrows their whole theory. So their ars 
gument of having the apostolic priesthood 
conveyed by succession of ordination, proves 
so much that itdestroysitself. = 

It matters.not which of the’ religious soci- 


authority by virtue of a suegession of ordina- 
tion, the results will be UMamme as with the 


chair; toahave the apostolic preisthood; and 
- keep in mind that the claim is founded on the 
ground of, apsuccessive ordination, and then 
there remains something else to be proven, in 
order to establish a right to the chair of Peter. 
It is not sufficient to prove that Peter ordain~ 
,ed man, but it must be proven that he. or- 

 dained’him to be an apostle, to stand in his 
‘place, for if: this is not done, who knows but 
'~ Peter might have erdained him a pastor, or 
_. teacher, or some other office, and not the apos- 
- <tolic office. Now if we. are to receive any 
shan‘ié the apostolic character, because Peter 


ordained him ‘or ordained some-body: that 
did ordain hint, proof mustaecompany this or- 
-digation, that the man was ordained, to the a, 


to have 
{Lord 


Catholics, they, will have; admit. that all 
that thay call errorand herecy, has heén intro- 
duced by the true priesthood, a. ‘priesthood 
obtained in the same. way, and: by the same 
authority, through which they obtained theirs; 
and the contest must be, not who has the priest- 
hood; but who, by virtue of that priesthood, has 
built the church of Christ; ‘for.even the Protes- 
tant Unionist will not admit into fellowship the 
Catholics, and yet, if he and his have the true 


priesthood, according to these theorists is bound 
fellowship with itself. Surely the 
have made a bad hand ofthe affairs 
of men, establishing a priesthood of so extra- 


_» postolic( office, and ifthere is no such proof, injashamed of; but as the Lord nowhere said that 


the abserice of it, we are not to conjectare.it, 
cand say that wae the case, and act aceording- 
hy. or else we lay aside our common sense. 


men were to have power to entail his priesthood 


on one another by ordination, those claiming 


If proof can.he aduced to show that there is 


this power, must remove there ewn difficul 
| 


priesthood, so.have the Catholics. ~ Sothe trae 


ordinary a character; ope that men would be 


eties of this age, attempt. to. claim apostelic | 
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God 
self to'man, and establish his power and au- 
‘thority,/on the earth; bat oo such thing can: 


hasior does the Lord acknowl 


Gan 


The attempt of ian to do this, has resulted 
in all the evils that afffict the world,and all ¢! 
evils which wil} afflict it, until the Saviour 
shall come, taking vengeance‘on them 'for this 
attémpt without authority from him, and this 
rejection and-.cotruption of the gospel which| 

_ The claim then to true priesthood, by virtue 
of a continuous chain of: ordination from the; 
aposties, ds claimed by the catholic’ and oth- 
ers, is founded-in error, on their own princi- 
ples. is quite easy for the Catholi¢g to.say, 
that they set in Peter’s seatyand to them -be- 
longs the priesthood; for, a’ contin. 
uous stesession of Bishops’in our church, 
sipee the days. of Petes’? but when the same’ 


if he did, the Catholics would never eall the 
powers of the spiritual kingdom “‘impositions 
and absurdities” as they have done in this 
city; declaring at the same time in language 
louder’than we could, that their own pre~ 
tentions to priesthood were false, corrupt, and 
deceitful, and without foundation in traths 
and if the pretenders to the priesthood among 
them did not know it, their denunciations of 
others would never have been heard; and 
with the bible in our hand, we can return 
their compliment to us, a short time since, 
and that in truth too, and they know it, and 
say th them, and the Lord justifies us when 
we-say it, ‘blind guides”’ deceivers, false pre~ 
tenders, ‘*Hypocrites,”’ brood of vipers, “how 


role is apptied to others, it gives. te them the\can. you escape the damnation of hell,” cal- 


priesthood’ as well as to the Catholics, this the 
Catholics deny, and: by so. doing deny their 


ow n claim.” 


ling yourselves the Lord’s. ministers, when 
the Lord never. spoke to you, crying the Lord 


‘thas sent us, and with the next breath saying 


_ Weak. indeed mast ‘be ‘the claim to. the that-there is no “more revelations given,’ and 


priesthood, it is subject to ‘such formi- 
dable objections, and ones they cannot-anawer. 
In ofder to avoid their force, the Catholics will 

we to admit that ‘there’ ate other qaslifica-| 
to entitle’any ‘person 
‘to the priestkood with ordination, and ‘if this 
is done, the claim to the priesthood founded 
‘on ordination is: given up; and the admission, 


and all the labour and pains bestowed to, es- 
tablish thé fact of an unbrokemchain of priest- 


hood; by virtaé of ordination sitce ‘the. days|3o 


of the apostles, is labout spent.in wdin,,as the 


4 


priesthood, if théy had it. « 


it is “imposition to say he gives any” and yet 


the Lord has sent us; if.he has not sent you 
he will ere long, and that to regions of wo, 
and what.we say unto one we say unto alf 
false pretenders, Catholice, or Protestants. 
This subject will be made perfectly plain, 
and the shameless pretentions of the Catholic 
priesthood, a8 wellas that of others, will be 


must ‘be made, that a person may be; régular-|set in its trae light, by examining the history 
_ ly ordained, and yet not:have the priesthood: of the priesthood of the eposties as written in 


the New Testament, of which priesthood those 
gnorant pretenders. call themselves succes- 


rs. 4 
‘Nothing can be more ridicalous, than to hear 


rdihation contended for, would not confer the|a man or set of men claiming author- 
“tity, when they are destitate of 


very qualifi- 


A bai argument however, in a. desperate cation which enabled the apostles to perform 
case, i$ better than none; and-as this is theithe duties of their. apostolic office; for it was 


otly ‘ground. the ‘Catholics can take to estab- 
lish their'claim to thé priesthood, we canna! 


blame them for. sticking tovit with 


‘and saying, “we sit in Peter's chair:”: 


not claiming ‘to be apostles that made the a- 


postles messengers of Jesus Christ,.but, it 


was because Christ had called, qualified, and 
otdained them, to be such; and the calling and 


for works; as-parts.‘ of’ their priésthoad, , theylqualifying, were as necessary as the ordain- 


“have'none toy 


which the: ministfition’ of the tra 
priesthood, never follow thairs; indeed, they 


no seoner follow’ the ministration of others, 
‘than the Catholics havé ‘to Taise -the cry’ 


iow. The gifts and btéssings|ing was, and had they not fret been called, 


and. then. qualified, their ordination: would 
have, been.woree than folly. «But say the 
Catholics and others, we: have been ordained, 
nd caw prove‘ that our ordination wae a link 


“absurdity, “imposition,” &. For whatlin’an unbrpken chain of ordination ‘from the 


arpose is this cry ‘raised? : it-.is to convealfapdstlés, and Aherefore, we have apostolic au- 


from thejr ignorant followers the trae charac- 
ter of théir own priesthood;’ which is without} 
power and authority; something} 

unknown where the trne priesthood: was;. for} 

‘Where the true priesthood :was there alway 
was both power and aath before God). any 
always will be; for this end’ was it ordained 

‘that thirqagh it he might reveal ‘hita> 


done 


their prie 


hood, by any mnifestation of his power; for 


subject cat be viewed, bat. the n¢ 
such a pretentidn: is manifest. haste be 


Catholic priesthood; with it, asivw 
with the priesthood among’ the Protestants, jdenly 


‘there is neither, power nor authority, him, make himeelfa 
tieihan’s sins. 


thority, whilé they know, and every. body else 
knows, who have taken the troable-to ingure, 
that they. are idéstitute of every qualification 
that constitutes'an apostle: 
“There is not a-poynt of light in which 
noe 6 


imitied, in ordeg to sustain .this,claiém, that 
man is ‘infalible, and an apostle can. do no 
ifaa apostle could nsistake, then it 
follow, that be Mente 

on & man, an ead of confering the 


"There was but one principle by which the 
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apostles could confer their office on another, |the Christ.” . Before this conversation, Peter 


and that was, when the Lord told them to dojhad been with Christ for a length of time, see- 
so, and told them en whom they could conferjing and wondering at his miracles, and often 
it; had the apostles undertaken to have con-jastonished with bis doctrine; but it took more 
fered their office on another or others, with-|than this to,qualify him forhis office; accord- 
out the Lord commanding them to do so, in-ling what.is here said by the Savior, Peter 
stead of bestowing the office on another, theyjhad to obtain a certain point before he could 
would have lost it themselves, by partaing of/get a promise, that\he should, at some time 
other men’s sins. | {fatare, receive his priesthood and apostleship. 
Look at the Catholics, denying the power} When the Savior interrogated-his disciples 
to receive revelations, and yet, claiming the/respecting the views of the world concerning 
right to bestow the apostolic priesthood on one/himself, and they answered, he then asked 
another. If this was all the reason wa had|themselves whom ay thonght he wus, the 
for denying their priesthood’s being of divine|answer was given by Peter, verse 16th ‘Thou 
origin it would be sufficient. The idea of alljart the Christ the Son of the living God,”’ the - 
the wicked bishops and popes, having been in-|Savior’s response was: “Blessed art thou Si- 
falable, and could not do wrong, who havejthon Bar-jona; for flesh“and blood hath not 
filled their chairs since the days of Peter, is sojrevealéd it unto thee, but my Father which is 
absurd as to shock the faith of the most credu-jin heaven.”” He was also told that “the keys 
lous, and, particularly, when they were without|of the kingdom” shoutd be given unto him.— 
the aid of divine revelation, and then to sup-/Now what*principle sas it that this 
pose that the apostolic priesthood could come|promise was made to Peter, and not ta the.rest; 
through such corrupt men and be found pure,|was it because Peter had called him “the 
is laying too heavy a tax on the credulity of|Christ the son.-of the living God?’ This 
men of common reffection, but this all has tejcould not be, for Nathanael, before this, had 
be admitted, before we can believe the Catho,-|in amount said the same thing concerning Je- 
lics have the apostolic priesthood, and all has/sus. See John’s gospel.Ist chapter and 49th 
to he admitted in order to belie¥e that ordina-|verse, oNaihanael answered and said unto 
tion can bestow the priesthood. __ . . |him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thon art 
We will now examine the history of the!/the king of Isracl.”. , Then if it were confess- . 
apostles, as recorded in the New Testament,|ing Jesus tobe the Son ofGod, which made 
and we will aesertain how and on what prin-|Jesus say “1 will give thee the, ys of the 
ciple it was that the apostles became such,|kingdom,” - why not have said so to Nathan- 
and what were the proofs of their apostleship, ael?’ No satisfactory.answer.can be given. 
and see how these will compare with the the-|. Let us compare the two ‘cases, and, see 
ory of bestowing the priesthood by ordination,|wherein is‘the difference? -In the case.of Pe- 
and as it is Peter’s chair that is claimed, we|ter.we have the following, verse 17th of the 
willbegin with him. {16th efrapter of Matthew, *tAnd Jesus answer- 
According to the history of Peter, given injed and said unto bim, Blessed art thou, Simon 
the New Testament, there were certain princi-| Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed © 
Es on which he obtained his apostleship, and|it unto thee, but my, Father which is in heaven.” 
e could not have obtained it on any other. In}No such thing was said in Nathanael’s case, 
the 16th chapter of Matthew we have the fol-|Peter wag here, told that “the keys of the king- 
lowing account, fromm the 13th to the close of|dom of heaven,” should be given. to him; not 
the 20th verse: “When Jesus came unto the/because he.had goade the comfesgion;. but be- 
coasts of Cesara Philippi, he asked his disci>|cause the eternal Father had revealed.the fact — 
les, saying, Whom .do, men that I, thelto him. ..“Blegsed art thoa Simon Bar-jona, 
‘Son of man, am? And they Said, Some say|for fesh: and blood hath not revealed it. unto 
thou art John the Baptist; sonie Elias; and|thee; but my Father which is in heaven.”-— 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.. He|Nathanael said as any guileless Israelite would 
said unto them, Bat whom say ye.shat I am?jsay, merely becanse, Jegus said he saw him 
Peter answered and said, \Thou|*under the fig tree before: Philip called him,” 
art the U 


art the Christ, the Son of the,living God.—‘but it required | more than this guileless inno- 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Bles-cenee, to place bim in a situation to receive the 
sed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and{priesthood conferred. on Peter... Nothing bat 
blood hath not.revealed it unto ‘thee, bat.my{geiting a revelation from the Father.could do 
Father which is in heaven,. And I say also|this. Nothing stort of that could evenentitle 
unto thee. That thou art Peter; and’ upon thisja, man to a promise, that at some future time 
rock I will build my church; and ibe gates ofjhe should obtain shis priesthood, ‘1 wil] give 
hell shall not prevail against it. And, will}thee, Peter, “the keys.of the kingdom ‘of hea- 
_give unto thee the keys’ of the Kingdom .of{ven,” not because, thou hast ascertained my 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt hind character but because ‘flesh and blnod 
_ earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatso-|did ‘not reveal” this my character ‘unto thee, 
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed|but.my Bather who ia In heaven’ did it; vir- 
in heayen.. Then charged he disciples,|tually, because thou hast received a revelation 
that they should tell no man that he was Jesus\from God the Father. oes 


r 
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and therefore, we are apost 


_ only obtained for him a promise that he shoaid 


obtain other things beside the revelation, before! 


-4n order to prepare him to receive them, he 
_ Was taken up into a mountain, and there be~ 


and obtain a revelation, before such a promis 
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Ww hy did not Jesus adopt himeelf to Cath. 
‘olic notions of getting the priesthood of Peter, 
and say I will give thee “thy keys ofthe king- 


dom,” because thou: hast béen ordained, the 


reason for this was that ordination did not 
qualify Peter for the promise; but getting a 
revelation from God, did entitle him to n; if, 
he -were not as guiléless as Nathanael. It 
‘mattered not how innocent or guileless a man 


‘was, this would not qualify him. for a promise 


that “the keys, of the kiagdom”’ should be 


held the power and glory of the Savior, and 
saw Moses and Elias, but still there was 
something more needed in order that Peter 
might receive and use “the keys of the king~ 
dom,’’ for after this, he with the others, were 
commanded to tarry at Jerusalem until they 
were endewed with power from on high. All 
this necessary to qualify Peter for his office, 

nd yet a Catholic can get another Catholic 
to lay his hands on his head, and then all he 
has to do is to say “I am an apostle,” and 
‘set in Peter's chair.” Can any thing be 


given to him, he mast-obtein power with God, 


could be giventohim.~ 
Here we might stop, if we’had nothing else 
on the subject, ard look at the ridiculous pre- 
tentions of the Catholics to. set. in Peter's 
chair; denying the existence of the power by 
which Peter obtained the promise; for it was 
only a promise that Peter had ‘obtained, and 
not “the keys’’ themselves;' and this promise 
‘was given from the fact that Peter had gota 
revelation. _Now look, reader, at the Catho. 
lic priesthood, and what,do you eee and hear, 
men clainiing to set in. Peter’s chair, and ex- 
ercige apostolic authority; and by virtue of 
being ordained, denying thegifis of the Holy. 
Ghost, and‘all power: of getting tevelations; 
but ‘our church is infalable, we have been or- 
dained according ‘to the.rules‘of our ¢hureh, 
“Hear 
heavens, and give ear QO earth!!’’ and not only 
apostles ‘but haye.a right to set in Peter’s 
chair; we have beenordained. © 
- No man can read the history of Peter, and 
not be-convinced of one fact; that/if Peter had 
not obtained a revelation, he never wowd have 
got a promise: that he should have “the keys 
of the kingdom;” for 


have ‘the keysiof the kingdom;” but he had to 


he coald get “the keys,’’ as the history shows: 
The next account we have of Peter, is in 


more impudent and ignorant, than this. | 
- By examining the principles on which the 
apostles claimed. their office, this assumption 
f power by the Catholics, will only ap 
more ridiculous. Hear on what principle it 
was that Paul claimed tobeanapostle. Ist 
Coriuthians 9th chapter, Ist verse. “Am I 
not an apostle? am | not free? have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work 
in the Lord?’ ‘*Am1 not an apostle” says 
Paul, and if Paul be asked what proof had 
he of his apostleship? what would be the 
answer? ‘I havebeen ordained,” no, bat I 


thave ‘seen Jesus Christ our Lord in the flesh.” 


Had this ‘not have been the case, all the erdi- 
nations which coald have been given to Paul, 
would ‘not have made him an apostle; but 
he had ‘seen Jesus Christ our Lord in 
the flesh,” therefore, he asks “am I not an 
apgetie.”” Ask one of these modern pretenders 
to Teositie authority, what proofs have you that 
you are an apostle;} ‘what woald he answer, 
or what could it be, if his theory is true that 
“Christ our Lord” has long since ceased to-re- 
veal himself? but one answer could he give. 
“I have been ordained.” This is the :begin- 


ning and end ofail, | 
The apostles never thought of 
office on the ground of having been ordained, 


only, but on.a very different ground, that of 
divine manifestation made to themselves. In 


the 17th chapter of Matthew, from the Ist tojinthians, this subject is still confirmed. Paul 


the close of the 5th verse. . : 


says this; concerning the appearing of Christ, 


“And after sisdays Jesus taketh Peter, verse 5, ‘“And‘that he. was seen of Cephas, 


James, and John, his brother; and bringeth 
them up into an hi ‘apart 
was transfigured before them; and his face 
did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 
white.as the light. And, behald, there ap-| 


then of the twelve:”? This appearing of Christ 


gh mountain, apart, andjcould not be any of those’spoken of before his 


scension; for at any of thetimes mentioned of 


his appearing before his ascension, there were 
but eleven apostles. See Mathew 28th chap- 
peared unto them'Moses and Elias, talking|ter 16th and 17th verses. ‘Then the eleven dis- - 


with him. ‘Then answered Peter, and saidjeiples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 


unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us.to be Here: 
If thou wilt, let.us make here three taberna- 


cles; one for thee, one for Moses, and one for|doubted.”” 
“Afterward he appeared unto the eleven, as 


they sat at meat, and upbraided ‘them’ with © 
their unbelief, and harcness of heart, because — 


Elias. While he yet spake, behold-a bright 
cloud overshadowed thems and behold,a ree, 
out of the cloud, which said, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 


Peter had,. before this, the promise that he 


where Jesus had appointedthem. And when 
they saw him, they worshipped him: but some | 


Mark 16th chapter 14th verse.— 


they believed not them which had seen him 
after he was risen.”” Luke 24th chapter 33, 
34, 85, and 36 verses. ‘And they rose up the 
same hour and returned to Jerusalem, and 


should have ‘the keys of the kingdom,” and 


tound the eleven gathered together, and them 


that were with them. Saying, The Lord is 


the 15th chapter of this Ist letter to the Cor- - 
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risen indeed, and bath appeared to Simon. 
And they told what things were done in the 
way, and how he was known of them in break- 
jing ofbread. And as they thus spake, Jesus 
himself stood in the midst of them, and said 
unto them, Peace be unto you. But they 
were terrified and affrichted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit.”” These quotations 
compared with the Acts of the apostles, Ist 
ehapter from the 13th verse to the close o 
_the chapter, to which we invite the attention 
of the reader, will put the case at rest, that at 
all the times when the Saviour appeared; beftre 
his ascension, there were but eleven apostles; 
as Matthias, who was appointed to take the 
place of Judas Iscariot, was not appointed 
until after Christ’s ascension: but Paul says 
as quoted, from the 15th end 5th of Corin- 
thjans, that he [Christ] appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. He could not appear to 
the twelve unti] there ware twelve to appear 


the right hand of fellowship; bot how did-they 
receive thist by the power they had with 
God also to get revelation, by which they 
could test evety man’s pretentions tobe called 
of God. 
On these principles. and only these, were 
men qualified to be apostles ‘of our Lord and 
Saviour.”? » Men. might be apostles without 
these; but they could not be apostles ‘‘of 
Christ’our Lord.” ‘ If we can credit the Cath- 
oles, they have any amount Of apostles with- 
out any of the above qualifications: this is al- 
together likely; but they are Catholic apos- 
tles when they are made, and not apotles of 
. Who then is capable of setting in Peter’s 
chair? a man like unto Peter, one who was 
not only ‘ordained, bnt one. whocould call 
the Savior the Son of God ‘by - revelation 
from heaven. One who had seen Christ 
after he.rose fromthe dead. One’ to whom 
God communicates his will by vision; and 


to, and there were not twelve until after his 
ascension. | 4 
These things put together shows one fact, 


none other ever did, ever could, or ever will 
sitin Peter’s chair. This pretention to au- 


and that was, that all those whom thie Saviorjthority by successive ordination, is one of 


called apostles, had an appearence of the 
Saviour to them after his resurrection, and 
hence comes the force of Paul’s saying; “Am 
I not an apostle? Have 1 not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord?” It was this wise that the 
Saviour prepared: men for the apostolic office. 

These men had all been ordained see Mark 
3rd chapter 14th verse, ‘And he ordained 
twelve, that they should be with him, and 
that he might send them forth to preach.””— 


| 


tong standing. In the days of John the Bap- 
tist, the Jews came to his baptism; and claim- 
ed it on'the rightof suesession, have 
Abraham to our father’? said they. On this 
principle all the corrapt men-of all ages, have 
attempted to hold authority, just as men do 
now. We have been ordained, and there- 
fore,'we havea right to.act in the office we 
No men ever did or ever could act-in the 


_ Bat the apostles nor any others, supposed 


apostolic priesthood, only one who could ob- 


that their ordination gave them a right to éxer-|tain revelations from God, the New. Testa- 
-cise-epostolic authority, or gave them power|ment makés mention of no a character 


todo it. The Savior did not think so, for 
long afterwards, ie commanded them to tarry at 
Jerusalem until they were endewed with pow- 
er from on nigh before they should attempt to 
act ig their office, a proof, that their ordination 
did not give them that power. : 
-'). When Paul went to lerusalam to see the 
apostles, and Peter, James, and John exam- 
ined his pretentions to be called of God: 
Did they inquire.if he fad been ordained? See 
the 9th verse of the'3nd chapter of Galatians. 
“And when James, Cephas, and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, pereeived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and’ Bar- 
nabas the right hand of fellowship; that we 
should go unto the heathen, and they unto the 
eircumeision.” Here itis said when Cephas, 
James, ‘and John, perceived, that Pau) had 
been ordained, no, but when they perceived the 
grace that was given to him. ‘Ihe express: 
“perceive the grace” speaks volumes on 
this subject. What did they perceive? The 
whole history of Paul shows what they “per- 
cetged” It was the revelation that the Sav- 


as an apostle’ who could not hold comman- 
ion with the heavens, and obtain counse} at 
the hand of God; ail persons claiming the 
true’ priesthood, and -denying the power of 
visions and revelations, are impostors of the 
Having settled the question fairly, that all 
these modern pretended apostles are false pre- 
tenders, and shown beyond doubt, that there 
wereno shuch things as apostles without reve- 
lations, for it was by. ‘obtaining revelations 
that any in the days of the Savior or after his 
day, as far as we have an account.of them, 
could obtain apotleship. The first -promzse 
made; was made to Peter, and that was made 
because he had received a revelation from_ 
God. We can see the true character of the 
priesthood which the Savior instituted. A 
priesthood the speciel object of which, was 
that throogh that priesthood the Lord might 
communicate his will toman, as well as con- 
ler his blessings on man. 

Follow the trae priesthood of Christ where- 
ever they went, and the fruits wore the same. 


jour had made of himself to Paul, and the pow- 
_ ex he had with.God to get divine communiea- 


‘he object of a priesthood ‘was not to be ex- 
ounders of the revelations’of God-only, but 


tions from Heaven, when they “perceived’’|to administer the blessings of the ‘gospel to 
these things they gave to him and Barnabas man. The gospel was never of any use to 


‘ 
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_ verses “But if the ministration of death, writ- 


‘ted, settles ‘the question. that administers 


instances, when the Lord sent ont 


man, only in-consequence of the power of the|hood mentioned, that was of God, where these 
priésthood, by which’ its blessings could be|powers did not belong to their priesthood, we 
ecenfered. if there was a promise of the Holy|answer no where nor in any place. 

Spirit, made to these who obeyed the gospel,| Then the true priesthood was sent into the 
this promise was only injoyed by means ofjworld, to preach the gospel, administer the 
the priesthood throngh which it was minister-|Holy Spirit, lay hands on the sick, anoint 
ed to the obedient. =. Lone with oil, and by the prayer of faith, not only 
The. gift of the Holy Spirit is always spo-/the sick be healed, but sins be forgiven, to ob- 
ken of as a ministration, Paulsays thus to thejtain revelations, and through these means, the 
Galations, 3d chapter, Sth verse, «‘He there-|power of God, the wisdom of God, and the 
fore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and|knowledge of God, be bestowed on man; and 
worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by|where the true priesthood is not, there these 
the works ofthe law, or by faith?’ Mark/blessings are not, and all the power of man 
this reader, “He that. minstereth to you the|cannot obtain them, and that, because they 
irit.”? Hence the giftof the Holy Spirit}were only to be obtained by the priesthood. 
which had been bestowed on the Galatians was| Why then have all these departed from the 
bestowed by.a ministration, and there couldjreligious sects} because they have not the 
not be a ministration without somebody to|true priesthood; no other reason can be given. 
administer, and this was one of the important|They never were any where only where the 
uses of the priesthood. Againin the 3d chap-jtrué priesthood was, and they were only where 
ter of 2d Corinthians, Paul speake as follows|the true priesthood and the true order of God 
of the gospel as contrasted with the law, 7—9|were. As well might there be living men 
without breath, as the true priesthood, to es- 
ten and engraven in the stones, was glorious,| tablish the true order of God, and these 
so that the: ehildren of Israel could not stead-|things not follow. By this we may try all the 
fastly behold the face of Moses for the glory|pretended apostles of the world, find one 
of his countenance; which glory was to be|Cathbolic or Protestant, and he will have to 
done away; how shall not: the ministration of/say there is no spiritual gifts, and that, be- 
the Spirit be rather glorious? For if the min-|cause he has no power to minister them: by 
istration of condemnation be glory, much more/this we can know those whom Christ has sent, 
doth the. ministfation of righteousness exceed}and those whom he has not sent; for there is, 
in glory.”” The apostle calls the gospel the|nor never was such a thing as Christ giving 
méinistraiton of the spirit, in opposition to the|the priesthood to man, without giving him 
ministration of the Mosaic dispensation, clear-|power to administer the Holy Ghost. _ 
ly evincing, that the Holy Spirit was admin~| kt is not because there is no Holy Spirit, 


datered, and that it was.administered by men,|that the religious world are saying ‘that all 


what he says to the Galatians, as above quo~jgifts of the spirit have ceased,”’ but is because 
. the Lord never: called and qualified their 
to ‘you the spirit.” : Who was this “He?” it\priesthood, and they may pray, preach, sing 
‘was some being'who administered by faith, for/Psalms and baptise, till Christ comes a 
.says Paul ‘does he it by the works of the law/smites them all with a curse, and no gifts nor 
or by the héaring of faith.” ss ssi powers wil] follow their ministry; but not’so 
It was in this respect in which the gospel/with those whom Christ sends. When 
was superiof to the law, because of the priest-jadininister, God will bestow the spirit, an 
hood through which it was delivered, a priest-|the promise will be fulfilled. “Repent, and 
‘hood that could administer the Holy Spirit. Injbe baptized every one of you in the name of 
consequence of this power in the true priest-|Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you 
hood, they. were sent forth to heal the sick,|shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
and cast out devils, as well as to preach: the} It was by the ministratiowbtf the priesthood 
pel. bo the epistle of James Sth chapter _ the Holy Spirit was given to the churches 
14th. and L6th verses, he says thus: “Is apy/anciently, and will be given, when it is given, 
sick among you? let him call for the elders ofjtill the end of time; and where churches have 
the church: and Jet them pray over him, a-|a priesthood that have not that power, no gifts 


‘nointing.him with oil in the name of the Lord:/of the Holy Spirit will be found. 


And.the prayer of faith shall save the sick,; Vain, then, are any man’s pretentions to the 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if hejtrue priesthood when he has no power to ad- 
have committed sins, they. shall. be forgiven|minster,the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is for 
him.”’ -Let the elders or priesthood be sent|the want of this power which makes the pre- 
for in case of sickness, ‘‘and the prayer ofjtended priesthood of Christendom, cry ‘delu- 
faith shall heal the sick.” Such was the use,/sion, fanatacism, heresy, absurdity,” when 
and such'the true character of the trae priest-jever the true priesthood is restored, according 

: : | : to the plan of heaven, and the plan by which 
the true priesthood was or ever will be given. 
hie ministeres, thay. wera not.anly: told to/That of revelation, ministering of angels 
preach the goapels -but also to administer tojand divine communications. It was by 
the sick. hen and where is there a priest-|these means that the true priesthood was e- — 
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tablished, at the first, and as long as the or-} 
\by | its precepts, that, people must and will be 


der of Ged continued unbroken, they continu 
ed, and as soon as the order of God was bro- 
ken, they ceased, and a false and pretended 
priesthood took the place of the true one, and 
divine eomm unications ceased. 

No sooner did the true priesthood return, 


hefore the foundation “of world, “and. ‘live 


blessed of the Lord. And if we know: our 
own hearts, we have but one unceasing desire, 
which is to'see the principles of the kingdom 
of heaven spread triumphant thronghont the 


- than the gifts of the Holy Spirit returned, and 
the true order of God was restored, And the 
Lord having commenced the restitution, wil! 
not cease, until all is restored, and the Savior, 


world, and to go live ourselves ‘as to have a 
part in the glories of their triumph; which can 
alune be realized through, a faithfa) observ 


to wind up the whole, will be restored to the ance of all the requirements of heaven, anda 


world, and the saints will be restored from the 
dead to life again, to die no more, and the Test 
of God complete the work, 
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When a subscriber in the country, 


wishes to send for the Messenger and Advo-| 


cate, he can now take a sheet of cap or letter 
paper, write as a long communication on it, 
and inclose a bank bill and send it 300 miles 
for five cents—or any distance further for ten 
cents. As the price of our paper is very low,|° 

_-ourfriends must, in all cases, pay the postage 
on their letters. It will be but little for them, 
but it is very burthensome to us. 


SECOND VOLUME 


MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE.| 


life, of strict nprightness. and before 
God and man. 3 


“HIGHLY IMPORTANT. 
We had always supposed that it was laus. 
dible i in any people to denounce vice and sus. 
tain virtue; but lo and benold our sad mistake! 
when we find in the September No. of the 
Christian Recorder, ‘we are made the batt of 
the editors remarks; and what is our ‘sint— 
Why, simply because, when members of 
the church of Latter Day Sainte turned from 


Our Sabseribers and friends will bear in 
inind that three Numbers more closes the 
present volume of the Messenger & Advocate; 
and as we have come to the conclusion to ad- 
here strictly to the cash system, we have tho’t 
it advisable to give an early notice on this 


the trath and the gospel of Christ, and cor- 
rupted their ways before the Lord, we would 3 
not continue with them: and be partakers with 
their evil deeds, but renounced them and their 
practices, and “left Nanvoo. dissatisfied with 
the spiritual wife system,” to the editors 
own words. 

Now all we have to say at sequent on this 
subject is, that if Mr. Mathes is at all fayora- 
ble to the “spiritual wife system,” he would 


subject, so that our friends, who may wish to 
patronize the 2nd Vol. may be prepared to 
_ govern themselves accordingly. We shall not 
make it a point, under any circumstance, to 
forward the 2nd Vol. of the Messenger to the 
order of any subscriber, unless the money 
accompany the order: as the price of our paper 
is so very low,..we cannot afford to be at the 
expence and trouble of collecting one dollar 
here and there through the country, but must 
have the money in advance so as to meet our 


eX penees. 


THE CHURCH. 

it will be seen by the numerous letters 
received from the brethren abroad, and pub- 
lished in this No. of our paper, that the work 
is progressing gloriously. It is as we had 
anticipated, and must reasonably expect. 
For whenever any people will embrace the 
fullness of the gospel of peace, the perfect law 


of | which was devised in heaven from] 


do well to move to Nauvoo, where,.our word 
for it, he can see itcarsied out in ali ite beauti- 
ful and varied forms, a8 we aré credibly | infor-— 
med that the Patriarch of that church, ‘William 
Smith, has recently preached it publicly. in 
that city; and says “that it is not only. taught 
but practised too, by the»leaders there ‘and for 
his part he is notashamed of it.” 


7 We have just just received a kind’ letter 
from Elder H. Herringshaw, from. ‘Sing 


{Sings N. Y. which came too late for pabli- 


cation in this No. it will appear in ‘our ‘next. 
By this letter welearn that Brothér Herring- 


|shaw has not been idle doring this summer, 


but has labored faithfully in the cause of 
truth, and the Lord has crowned his labors 
with success. He has had the privilege of 
baptizing seventeen into the kingdom and 
charch of Christ. .May the Lord. contiane to 
bless his efforts and give him manysoals to 
joice with. him in the kingdom is 
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our desire and prayer. Joclosed in the letter 
reteivéd' five ddllars for. the Messenger 


and Advocate. 


AN ESSAY-ON LIFE AND, D 

_ Whe terms life and’ death frequently ov- 
cur in the bible, and there:is’s0 miuch said a+ 
them ‘hy men, that it might be 4 matter of 
some intefest to our readers, if we offer a few 
Feflections.on the subject: It is One thing to 
- use the terms life-and death, as found in our 
scriptures, and it is another to have the same 
idea of the terms which th sacred writers had. 
when they. wrote... They “speak of ‘not: orily 
life but eternal life, and one of the great ob- 
jects of the scheme of life and salvation was 


EATH. 


egal upou him, that he should deceive 
the nations any more, till the thousand years 
shoo'd be fulfil'ed: and after that he must be 
jvosed a litile season. And 1 saw thrones 
‘und they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: and I saw the svuu!s of them 
that-were behead-d for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast neither his image, nei- 
ther had received his mark upon their fore~ 
heads, .or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. But 
the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection.”” In this quotation it is 
said verse 5th ‘But the rest of the dead lived 
not again,’ why “again?’ The expression 
supposes that they had been alive before they 
were dead, and in the 4th verse it is said ‘*and 


that those who obey it, might have eternal life, 
inquiring -men are ready to, ask ‘what is 
eternal fe or what do the sacred writers wish 


_ to convey, when they age the term eternal life? ;iod who had not worshi 


| 


Life and death in the scriptures, are oppos- 
ed to-éach other. We tead of eternal life, bai 
we have nothiog said about eternal death.— 
We tead of everlasting punishment, but not 
of everlasting death. Still if.there is such a 
thing as.eternal life, there may. he its opposite, 
eternal death. ‘This can only be determined 
by. knowing what eternal life is. That men 
are in existence when they: aré dead as well as 
when they are alive, will not be doubted by 
any who believe:thebiblé. The'case of Abra- 
ham.and the rich man is to the point. They 
were both dead but could converse as when 
they were alive: By.this when men are dead, 
they are in existence as well as when elive, 
Only in a different-form. 


As to what life and death really are, we 


I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesns, and for the word of God, 

ipped the beast, neith- 
er his image, neither had received his mark 
npon their foreheads, or in their hands, and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years.”’ . 

This makes the subject perfectly plain.— 
The righteous lived who had been slain.— 
When did they live? afie rose from the 
dead surely, and body and spirit were re-unit- 
ed. ‘But the rest of the dead lived not again 
till the thousand years were finished.” ‘That 
is, they did not rise from the dead, and their 
bodies and spirits. were not again united, un- 
til the thousand years were finished. So 
then men are alive when the body and spirit 
jare united, and they are dead when they are 
but are in existence whether dead 
ora ive. 


will'have to have recourse to the. scriptures.— 
In the vision John, the revelator had while an 


1; hen ascertained, beyond the power 


Having then a 
of controversy, what life and death are, as used 


exile in Patmos, we have the following ac-jin the scriptures, we are prepared to inquire, 
count, Revelations Ist, chapter. and 18th verge] what e/érnal jife is; and eternal death? if there 
“I'am he that liveth,.and was dead; and he-jis any such thing, and there is something John 
hold, I-am alive forevermore, Amen; and have|calls the second death, after which we will 
the keys of:hell and death.” ‘ In this versejinguire, whether there is such a thiog as eter~ 


John says that. Jesus “that he was dead/nal death ornot. 
and alive, and liveth :forevermore.”: Now} If life is the union of body and spirit, and 


when was the Savior dead? when his body 
lay in the tomb, and his spirit. was io the-un- 
seen world, must be the answer. The ques- 
tion thea arises, when was he Shinw'agnint 
But one answer can be given, when he rose 
fromthe dead. Death then /inust be the sep- 
eration of body and ¢pirit, andJife the anion of 
body and spirit. We. have. other sayings in 
the Revelations.of John, which go to cenfirm 
that fact.. See Revelations 20th chapter from 
the lat to the elose. of the 15th verse, which 
reads as-follows: ‘‘And 1 saw ah angel come 


death the seperation of body and spirit, eternal 
life must be the eternal union of body and 
apirit, and the second death the second sepe- 
ration of bédy and spirit. Hence says Jesus, 
after he rose from the dead, “I am alive and 
tive forevermore,” that is, my body and spirit 
will never again be seperated; but will be ani- 
ted eternally; but the fate of those who are 
partakers of the second death must be the op- 
posite to life. Now if death is the seperation 
of body and spirit, what is or can be the sec- 
ond death, bat a second seperation of body 
and spirit, that is, after the resurrection, the 


| 


down from heaven, having the.key of the bat- 
tomless pit’and a-great chain jn‘his hand,— 
And he laid hold-en the dragon, that. old. ser- 
pent, which is.the Devil, aod Satan, and boun 
he 
shut. him up, -and 


hita’a thousand years, dnd east him into t 
bottomless pit, and - 


body and spirit are again. seperated. 

a We the following eayings on this.gub- 
eat, to.which we would j ). the. attention 
ofthe jeader, Revelations 90th. chapter and 
l4th yerse which reads thus:,“And death and 
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hell were cast into ths lake of fire. ‘his i: 
the second death.”’ In this quotation the I+ke 
of fire iscalled the second death. In the 25tt 
chapter of Matthew and 41st verse, we have’ 
the following: “Then shall he say also unte 
them on the left hard, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the! 
devil ard his angels.” It is here said, that 
those who are set onthe left hand will be com- 
manded to “depart into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels,’ a word on 
the word “prepared.”” ‘The query now ‘is, to 
what does the participle in this place belong? 
does it belong to fire or to the wicked, if it be- 
l. ngs to the fire, then we are to understand the 
fire was prepared for two classes of charactes. 
First the devil, and secondly his angels, bu 
it the participle “prepared”’ beli ngs: to these. 
the wicked, then the *‘fire” prepared the. wick- 
ed “for the devil and his angels.’’ ‘Ihat the, 
devil has angels, that never were in bodies. 
we think none will dispute. That the wicked 
here, are called the devil’s angels, as some 
think we strongly doubt; but that the wicked 
are ‘‘prepared’’ by the “fire” to be numbered 
with the devil and his angels, and thereby be 
come associated with them, is a conclusion. 
we strongly suspect, every impartial reader 
of the bible will come to, more particularly, 
when we connect those sayings with those be- 
fore quoted from Revelations, where the “lake 
of fire’’ is called “the second death.”’ 

If this view of the subject is right, the mat- 
ter then is plain. The wicked are partakers 
ofthe second death, this second death ia the 
resuit of their being cast into a lake of fire, and 
are, by reason of the change produced by the 
fire, “‘prepared”’ to be associated with the devil 
and his angels. The query now is, how isit 
that the wicked are Cy agra for the devil and 
his angels.” This can be answered by inqui- 
ring, what the devil and his angels are? = 
will answer they are disembodied. spirits; who 
then can’ associate with them? Disembodied 
spirits surely; for those who -have bodies, 
then, to be made associats for the devil ‘and 
his angels, they must he disembodied also,— 
Hence “the lake of fire” is called ‘the se¢ond 


| 
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“that shall burp.as an oven,” and ali the proud 


ard allthat do wickedly, shall be burned in ft, 


as stubble.’ ‘Tt is the great fire which is to 
cleanse the earth, ahd prepare it forthe habita- 
tion of the redesmed. It is the fire which is 
to distroy forever the works of the devil, and 
dethrone him forever. Hence John says that 
“the devil will be cast into it.” The conse~ 
quence of this fire will be to purify the earth; 
redeem it from the curse, and when it is thus. 
purified, the reign of Satan and the power of 
death will both be destroyed, and the tedeemed 
inherit it’ forever and éver. To this all the 
rophets.and apgsties testify. This fire the 
righteous. will be able. to. endure; for on such 
‘the second death hath no power,’’ consequent- 
ly the last fire has no power over them, for 
those over whom it has power, are partakers 
lof the Second death... 
The next query that suggests itself is salva< 
tiont In‘the midst of all these displays of de- 
ving poweryon what principle are we to look 
for salvation? This indeed is‘a subject wor- 
thy of inquiting after. ‘The mission of Christ 
into the world, was “to distroy death and him 
that had'the power of death, that is the devil, 
and deliver those who through fear of death | 
were all their lifetinie subject to bondage.” — 
Query does salvation come gntil death is de- 
stroyedt . We think none will answer it does? 
If salvation is the destruction of death, then no 
person is saved, until. they can say as Jesus 
said to John, “l.am alive and live forever- 
more.”’ One of the singular ideas which has 
obtained in the religions, world, is that salva-. 
tion comies by death, the very thing whieh 
Christ came to destroy. ‘Hence..all the deep 
desire to die and go to glory,.as though death 
was the passport to glory, if this were the case, 
then Christ came to distroy the'way to glory, — 
for he came ‘todeStroy death, and him that had © 
the power of ‘death.’ If death isthe pagsport 
16 rest, then Christ came to. destroy our pass- 
port to rest, and deprive us forever of it, so 
that rest must céase as soon as death is de~ 
stroyed; but surely none will admit that Chriet 
came for any such an object, but if thie is ad- 
mitted, then the conclusion follows, that death 
is not the passport to either rest ‘or glory; but 


All the ideas we have orcan have of death‘ 
is the seperation of body. and. spirit. What 
then can the \second death be, but a second 
seperation of body and spirit? that is the body 
and spirit seperated after the resurrection, and 
this effect produced by the lake of fire, and 
the pérsons who ‘Are thus partaker, and on 
whom the second death. have power, through 
this death “‘prepared” for the devil and his 
angels, which are 

t may not be amiss to sa 
bout “the lake of fire,” so o 
the Revelations. _Appended to this, is the 


ek ew ‘words a- nd 
n spoken ef in 


on the contrary life; for Christ.came “that we 
might have life,and have it more abundantly.” 

Life then is salvation and not death, and 
until life, etérnal life comes, salvation never 
comes; or until wecan say as Jesus said to 


\John, “I'am alive and live forevermote,” we 


will never have salvation, butif we can ever — 

say. that in troth and righteousness, we will 
proclaim the vistor’s triumph, “O death where 
is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory?” 
and that saying will only come to pass, “when 
this. mortal has pat on: immortality, and this 
corrapfion hae put on incorruption.” 


word ‘everlasting,’ abogt which there has 
been a great dewien id. This supposed “ever- 


Death is the power by which Satan ho 
dominion over men, takeaway death, and 


lasting fire” is doubtiess the last fire, or the|hie dominion ceaseth; and maw is forever free, 
fire of the end; the one spoken of by Malichi\It is by virtue of the éccond. death, that men 


| 
° 
| 
> 
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are made companions for the devil and his an- 
gels, arid, in. consequence, Satan’'has,power 


over them. As long as man is subject to} 


death'so long is he in bondage, and nothing 
can make him free but to obtain a Standing be- 
fore God beyend the reach of death. Hence 
says the. Savior “If the Son,. therefore,. shall 
make you free, you shall be free indeed,’ be- 
cause he will deliver you from death, and him 
who has the power of death, that is the devil, 
and having done this, you are no longerin bon- 
dage, nor never can again be brought under’ 
Whea:a mian is dead, death’s. victim, 
and remains so ‘until delivered by a resurrec- 
rection to die no more. -It matters not wheth- 
er the man is a good man pr a béd one, he is 
under the power of death, and as long as he is 
under the power of death, Satan bas. power 
over him, and will hold his power until a res- 
errection from the dead, shall. bring him forth 
to die. no more. . At that moment Satan loses 


his power, and has no, more forever... Hencé|.n: | believe. 


it is said ‘that life and ,immortallity came. to 
dight by. the-gaspel.”” That is,.the resurrection 
from the dead to die no more, came to light by 
the gospel, and by this power of. the’resurtec- 
tion, which was in Christ Jesus, thesaints are 
to be made freeindeed. 
In accordance with this, we read of **a day 
of salvation,” “The great and.cotable day of] 
the Lord,’ .‘‘The times the restitution of 
things,” and the most important thing‘to 
be restored is life, life from the dead, to die 
no more, to.be out of the power of the second) 
death. Wealso read of “that day” the day 
when Panl waa ctowned, and all those} 
who love the appearing of Christ, of Christ’s 
_ coming “without ‘sin anto salvation,” of the 
dead saints, shoutin 
heavens rejoicing. 


It was to.usher'in this'day that Christ was 


to set up.a kingdom in the last days, as‘spoken! 


of by Daniél.’ To prepare men for this ‘day, 


came the pel, not to’ give them glory and 
rest by. dying, but by rising again triumphant} 


‘over death, todieno more, 
_. This is the cause, ye members, of the church 
‘of Christ, in which” yon are engaged... This 
is theglory which awaits your triamph. “See- 


ing then you look for such things, what man-#t 


per of men: ought you to-be, in all manner. of 
~ holy conversation and godliness. Looking to, 
and hastening to the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when the world shall be on fire, and 
the elements melt with fervent. heat,” anc’ the 
sedemption of the purchased. possession roll 
in with shouts of victorys. each -proclaiming 
for him or herself ‘1 am alive and live forev- 
_ermore;” *O death where is thy sting, O 
grave'whefe ia thy victory.” 
: PRAYER OF A WISE HEATHEN. 


Gteat Jove, this ofie petition grant; 
want;)~ | 


(Thou: knowest best what mo 


g “Alfaiuia” and of all 


_ New York, September 6th 1845. 
Brotuer Rostnson, 

Dear Sir:—I now set 
down to have a short conversation with you. 
We have had the honor of conversirg with 
president Crson Pratt, who has heen sent here 
by the twelve first presidents, at Ngnvoo, to 
preside over the eastern churches in the place 
of Parly P. whom they have recalled. Orson 
called here yesterday to see Brother Leach, 
and on being introduced to me, and told that 
[ was from Pittsburgh, he asked me if I was 
not from Cincinnati, I told him that [ was 


4 


there last winter, but left in the spring.— 


‘Then youare now from Pittsburgh? Yes sir. 
How. was Mr. Rigdon and his family when 


you left? They were well. Do they design 


staying in Pittsburgh? They do for the pres- 
e. I understood that they inten-~ 
ded tomove to Kirtland? I think not, he was 
there a few weeks ago on a visit, and I heard 
some who were not in the church, say that he, 
with the church were going to move there, but 
I never heard Mr. Rigdon sav so. I under-~ 
stood that some of his friends at the east, in 
Boston I believe, wanted him to come there 
with his family, but I do not think that he will 
leave Pittsburgh this winter or before spiring. 


~ Mr. Pratt invited Brother Leach to call and 


see him, and eaid he would like to have a 
friendly conversation with him. He asked if 
Brother Leach took Mr. Rigdon’s paper, and 
said he would like to borrow. them; Brother 
Leach lent him some of the Messengers, and 
he left 2 numbers of the N. Y.. Messenger, 
and said he wonld like to exchange that way. 
He said he was not too bigoted. to read Mr. 
Rigdon’s paper. By this time, they had got 
into the friendly conversation that he was 
seeking, and they talked nearly if not quite 
hree honrs. He read a part his message, 
which he has published sinee he came here, 
and when he came to-that part which reads as 
follows:—The influence of Rigdon, with his 
organized apostacy, is twice dead—-plucked 
up by the-rdots—lost—swollowed up. and en- 
guiphed im its own deep pit of éorruption.” 
‘When, he came 1o this, he stoped and said, 
now 1 say something rather hard here, but yon 
must not blame me. I told him that he was 
mistaken, for they werebaptising in Pitts- 
bargh when I left, and in'Philadelphia when 1 


Asked or unark’d, what’s good supply; 
_* ‘What’s evil to ouf pray’rs deny/ 


: ame through there, and they have been bap- 


‘ 

| 
| 
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‘ 


tising here. He said, **well that was the firm elder Rigdon and his familys and ‘it 


conviction of my mind when I wrote it.” [lt 
is a matter of astonishment how easily some 
men are confirmed in that-which they know to 
be a falsehood; but what else can people du 
who ‘make Hea their refuge.” ep.] On leav- 


heart good to bear my testimony to what..J 
know to be true, concerning: the character of 
our beloved President, and of his course of 
life. 1 thank God thathe broughtme to spend 
this summer in. Pittsburgh, and to ‘board most 


ing he invited us to come and see him, se that time, in the house of Brother Rigdon, 


said that he had the best of feelings towards 
ux, and desired our salvation. He called on 
Bro her Ho!mes the same evening fora — 
ly coversation. 

I write this to show you the course they a are 
now pursuing and the motive of the twelve in 
sei ding O. Pratt here; hé has a very winning 
way of conversing, and a very slick way of 
emothing over things that are past, and ex-|as 
hibits a great desire to heal the breach that 


for it has removed: the trash and combustible 
matter that had collzoted . in iny mind against 
wn man; and:d can now say, that J -kndw 
him to be a “man, of God; and knowing this I 
can réjoice, and do tejoice. more, and am more 
convinced in the work thin I ever was since 
[ joined the church, more than, three 3 years 
ago. On parting, with Brother Rigdon, F felt 

as though I was patting with a father;, and I 
shall miss tho instruction, and knowledge i in 


has taken place in the church; but enongh o 


heavenly. things, which I should have: been 


this. Brother Leach says I want-yon to tell constantly receiving ‘if I had remained there; 


Brother Robinson that I am neither “dead, nor|but. I: hope that thé day is riot far distant when 


plucked up by the roots” bat.am doing the we shall raeet together, ' with all the feally. hon- 


best 1 can. The church are united, and havelest.io heart, in a: place of the Lord’s appoint; 
chosen Brother Leach presiding elder. “Thejing; where we shall serve the Lord in ‘right- 


best of feelings prevails; and Brother McLel- 

lin has rejoiced very much, ‘since he came 
here, to find the church in so prosperous a con- 
dition; so different from what he: had’ ‘reason 


eousnes, and where ‘iniquity shall have no 
lace: ‘May’ the Lord’ grantit. 
I was Newark last’ ‘week and had time 


does my 


only to call :on, one of the.members of the 


to expect fiom the information he had soulyon 
before he came here. 

It is now Monday morning, 1 intended tol; 
have finished this letter yesterday, but I could 
not get time. Brother MecLellin, Brother 
Leach and myself started ont in the morning 
to meeting and we were with the brethren all 


day; we did not get back till late in the even- Mt 


ar from’ him gon. “Remember us to all the 
friends i in Pitteburgh. 


ing. We had three meetings, and the 


that was manifested by the saints, can 
to rejoice greatly. 1 cannot see any thing wf 
hinder their progress and prosperity; they: are’ 
talking of renting a ball to hold their meetings| 
in; they now meet ina private house but they 
aré very much crowded. Brother Jenks} 
yesterday at meeting, he said I might say to 
you that he was well and had not backed out 
from the work, though he had not written, but}, 
that would Write soon. I saw Brother}: 
Herringshaw at meeting last evening; Broth-| 
er Jenks wrote hima line ou Saturday, and he 
received it yesterday, and came immediately}, 
down. 


Mr Dear’ Broruen: 


and great, in public and private, of the things 
of the kingdom,, warning the peopte to repent 
and be baptised for the remisaion of sins.— 
The Lord has blessed me greatly by- his spis- 
tt,’ ‘The people openéd their School houses 
and Churches. Turned out well, gave, a pa- 
tient hearing; treated me with kindness and 


respect. 1 spoke at Busti; about eight miles 


east of Jamestown, Chetauqua Co. N, York, 


Brother arrived here, he} 
was with us here ‘are., 


many false reports in circulation hare argut 


nd. io.achuteh near Fiedenia,’also in 


School house at Fredonia, got on 


chureh there, she wants to ‘take the: Messen- 
jger. ‘I intend to eall on more of the members. 
in ‘Newark, and shall endeavour to get- more 
subsoribers, Brother. Leach. ‘says’ you shall 


\ 


Thave this re. 
bid from: N. York. State, where I have been 
visiting toy father’s family. ‘For four weeks 

L have been travelling and testifying toismall 


i 
| 
| 
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J. had the “of Philadelphia, fur additions to our numbers.— 


“watering two of his plants’? in the waves} 
of Brie: (my only and aecor- 
ding tothe flesh:) 

-Thave not lacked. an ‘oppoituatty to preach 
morning, noon and ‘night, ‘The people: are a-| 
magzed; ‘Many’ that they have some 
thing to.do to be. Craftsmen. of courer 
are’ not pleased. in my travels of somé’ 
hundred ‘miles, have endeavored; ‘dceorting 
to my gift, to sow the: seed of traths, nay the 
Lord prosper it. 
“Many are ‘believing: thé”tigion ar the 
Lakes. ‘Bro, Hatch works well, each speci: 
mer is ‘square and plumb.” There, is a great. 
work before the: God work) 
mightily with, bin. 
Yours in the Covenant and 

hope of God's Fest, 

M. -GREIG-. 


New York, rk 1845. 
‘Since list wrote|in 
visited N. Se, where a few of 
our friends reside... preached gix times: a+ 


mong ‘them,’ baptised two, and obtained four} 
heetibors for and Advocate. 

left the breth ren strong in the ‘faith re- 


reli? 


bis ministry. 
Herringshaw, JenksandG. T. Leach, 
{Brother Leach is a clear headed, warm heart~ 


All we want in order to prosper is for our breth- 
ern and sisters to live in peace among them. 
selves, and be energetic in recomending our 
on to the honest in heart by EXAMPLE as 
as by precept—then God will acknow]l~ 
edge our work and thatis the best of all.— 
Brother Jenks says that he is strong in the 
faih. He said to me on yesterday “there 
were not wicked men nor devils enough to 
cause him to go backward. He’sent upa line 
to Brother Herringshw on Saturday whocame 
immediately down and was in our meeting on 
Sunday evening and staid till last evening.— 
\ Brother H. has been strong in the Lord since 
our conference, and from time to time comfort- 
ed the hearts of his brethren very much in this 
city. Hehas been at work in order to get 
eans and to have time to settle up his busi- 
so that he may give himeelf continually to 
I have great confidence in 


‘lad, mild: spirited and devout man; in whom 


jconftdence may be placed. Brother Jenks is 
aman of the 


integrity in all his exten- 
ed-business habits—This is his 


sively vari 
He is a noble, firm, warm hearted, 


|character. 


friend: Just such aman as we want 


the quorum of the seven to take the care 
and management of all the financial business 
a3 trustees for the whole church. I am much 
pleased: with ihe Lord’s choise of the man.— 
He is now running a sloop from Sing Sing to 
New York. He will be at our conference i in 
Philadel phia. 

“Brotha? Swackhammer reached here leat 


‘ing in. the truth. 

returned to ‘Philadetphta the’ Ist, 
on the 4th I four, and there . wer 
others rea 
The a 


y who could not atfend that day.— 
are now truly réjoioingtin their tiberties‘where- 
with Christ has made'them;’ free, and ‘i 
“love; fellawship atid\uiity with eaeh: 
In order obey. jnstractions “to see| Carrol 
Brothers Jenks and igshaw immediate-} 
ly” Fleft:there and aod Friday: the 5th in 
Ne York. . [ found between thirty and forty’ 
brethren: th empire’city,:who were rejoice-| 
‘ing in the froth, in fellowship with each: 
otter. ve. ilties to settle here:— 


in that Quaker: 


veek and is infine spirits, very humble and 
strong: in. the faith. Brother S.. Bennett is 
here at work: at his trade on Broadway. He 
as been a great help to. the brethren here. 


eure ally, 
McLELLIN. 


Co. September 5, 1845. 
Roginson, 
‘Dear: have 
‘yeturned from Co, to this place, 
where I found our letter and that.of brather 
Ehlis.awaiting at Preysburg P.O. The 
Brethren . -here Well. firm’ in the 


That: ‘rejoicé exceedingly. All. 1 
have to to here to work and-stregthen| 
that which’ remains ‘in the! and 
cange. Elder Leach: is presiding 
here, ‘and all seem int 
and: his administration. the: charch in 
Philadelphia under -the -presidency of ‘Wm: 
‘Sanborn, an’ indefatigable servant of God 

of his. brethren. 1° Suagday.mor- 
ning and evening to brethre 

herey, ahd in the aftérhoon we hroke read an 
midst the joyous hearts ahd. comntenang 
some choice spirits of earth. “May the’ 
to. ‘their. number’ bueh as shal be saved. 
Theré is a fair now here and 


n and . sisters 


faith-ag F teft, five week ago. 
‘The, people here ar to"preach 
them, and treated me: with: more than ordina.. 
respect and Kindness. I, am address 
oext, Sanday: ere. ‘are some I ex- 
pect to baptize in’ ‘Carrol soon, where Iam 


ow stop reachit 
cess’ in ele fo _kingddn in Pitis- 
burgh, end -prospesity, of the cayse ‘in 


other’ y_needs tien of integrity 
of heatt and of toxoll forth the 
thts gospel of the Kingdom shall. be 


ched'as @ witness to all 
Hagdom ciowned with the of of 


‘ 
. 


334 


God upon the Mount of Olives. Impre-s i+ 
upon the Saints every where to live for tha 
_ day, to fight the good fight, to keep the faith, 
to approve themselves before: God, that they 
may stand at the appearing of our blessed 
Lord and master. What is the suffering 
few days here? what are the reproaches and 
persecutions of the erazy world? nay what 
wouid be the trial of fire at the stake, 1 in com- 
parison to becoming a partaker in the first res- 
urrection? What are all the wealth, the hon- 
ors and popularity of the world, compared 
with the approval of him who holds the desti- 
ny of the Universe in his grasp? - 

Give me your prayers, for I desire ities 
the faith of the ancients. 


in the bonds of 


West Buffalo, Scott Cu. I. T. 21, 
Brotaer RoBinson, 

Dear sent 
self a few moments at this time, to. write, 
you. in order to Jet you’knaw how she: w of 
our heavenly Father is progressing i in. my 
of labour in the west.. Sinceid Jast wrote}, 
there has been several added to-the different 
branches in fowa and Illinois by baptism, : and 
many more are believing. I hayejust retuep- 
ed froma tour up the rtver‘some fifty,’ 
distant from this place, where ‘Ejder G: M 
Hinkle and myself arrived last Friday. in time 
to preach in, the evening, tn'the villiage o 
Lyons, Clinton Co. 1. T. and where we tarri- 
ed and held meetings daily, in ‘Lyons, ang 


Fulton city,-on the side of the tiver,|" 


until‘on. Tuesday when I Jeft-for ‘home, leav-|: 
ing Elder Hinkle to continue the in 
places, a few days longer. The , people, in 
these places received us gladly, and treated 
us kindly, and with one censent- gave heed}: 
unto those things which. were 5 i us 
in the name‘of the Lord,’ The good Lord gavy 
us of his Holy Spirit, jus 
all things plain’ to the, uodprstendiag’ of ‘the 
people, which we deelared ‘unto them int thel! 
of the-Lord.. The Lord wad with us 
ery deed, and: many ‘when: 
lefts. To day. Elder ‘Hi ‘Harvy ock.- has} 
gone to join. Elder-Hinkie io his among 


that a few 


with Elder 6: is: 


flaming 
and worthy member of-the 

Now dear. Brother j in the: fein a 
Jesos, I want to saly to 


bon ince 1 fast’ wrote 
«of the Lord: 


ny fo ‘the! 
nbe onsegnimve of the heals 
= eatiles, want of aieans, ve 
under the hecesejty of ovr Micki: 
gan tour this summer, tho 


east to 


getting rich if 


HATCH, 7 


of Go 


heartely 
“ina 


be able to. go to, Michigan, informed tt 
Brethren’ of the ‘branches here, that 1” wi 
What time I among them on 
wou 


‘Philadel are ‘still poor,: 
the thip of this. world,. we frust 


fidence in the work God. ik’ 
ken... Now dear ‘should nother: 
\present at: dur ‘conference in October at Phila- 
detphia,.it wit! not be because’: have not used, 
all righteang: meang in my- reagh. Showld 


be prevented frotn attending yonferencein 


ober, I sha}l make my ¢galeulation; if the’ Lord 


£0 start spason: to preach my wey. 


a¢iaally necestary: for'me to start” 


Gods forour.con- 
rm 


> Elder this place, ‘has 
apr also’ Elder ‘Jegse Ad. 
ars, Elder : atvel: Sh -Elder-Pricé, 


{Elder P.“Maskel, and. 
Baker have preached, a few ‘times, Elder’ E- 

Jowles; he is faithful oung man and. de- 
jsireg to. Know, ahd do big duty. . 


As possible and prepare'to'go east, Your pa- 
pers are of great seryjcétoshe sainté and others 

this regione, It i8 very sickly and has’been, 
or time past. in ine western country, bat 


ders: G. and. 
fone east with President .A.. 
Elder Harvy 


eld Whitlock: will spend’the most. of his time in 
hing and: settling up his buniness as fast’: 


‘ithe salits many of -have faith in’ ‘God to 
be healed b byte jeying on of. ha and. 
ting. with in the,name ‘of: the : as in, 


greatly-in-the Lord: 
ba a OP 


saints if they arénotwery humble. a! 


thful, are. very: apt: fy: 
Dut ans prayes te Gad.is, that 


sibili the 

in in the. strength 
xn dom now 'organi- 


‘me. 


stowed 
ord ‘al ‘the 
| ieaigin brother - 
of Jesus. 
od atthe fital 


pur 


te 


a’ 


8. 
are Apprieed 


0, i, 1848. 


Tod 


partake of the 


the Fest of 
on: me iw the 
ip the 


of old, which causes heart, to | 


among the peopleto-a greet 


te wit} ofhis Bpint to. wake upaen- 
gir pri snd: work 


«Cowles, f fiom wemake | 


| 
| 
‘ 
ava 
| 
‘ 


shuuld be cut off, the next highest quorum 
: in power should preside, and so on down 
:,,to the lowest grade of officers, even dea~ 
Cons. 
“To ijlustrate back this position, they 
ipose an army in an engagement, looses its 
zeneral or commanding officer, then, say they 
certegilot course it would fali to the lot of the one 
“Torte “haw Tie eaedea ext in rank to fill his place, and in the event 
n, firat.of éct of his death, the next in rank, down even to 
in th Bleck Thereby the lieutenant. This is the kind of argument 
‘etter able t in ri ess burt ‘which the twelve pontiffs, at Nauvoo, en- 
theasares.for | good." On. Mork: dgavorto maintain their assumption of power. 
morhing: after-nrg res But. such fallacy, and Suphestry must 


by Jacob: ‘Bimp,: Cangny ibus to every general reader; for there 
thee ot). ‘at much analogy between an army, 


christian chuch, as there is between 

| orgatizgd't ta Na for j purposes pp and oj! water. ‘Suppose we admit: there is, 
‘gent to this” 'thelaved ti the. monstrous absurdity of such 

fle ata reasoning éainanting as it does from would 

he inepired the less manifest.— 

Hin engagement an army looses its Gener- 
agrothér rfills his place until the bat- 
‘then the places of the deceased 
iqmmaeder is regularly filled up, and the per- 
ithe promoted 1s endewed with all, and 
e anthority of his predecessor. The 


i 
‘as 


the tle of pu pinion 16 


Bre ‘one man that gives orders, and regn- 


Pigg er and gives the requisite instruc- 


ren, all assuming to be general- 
peomied, the twelve apostate apostles in 
‘the’ monehureh would have us understand. 
situation is becoming so 
‘person ‘they resort to the most consu« 
any ofthe psense, and purile reasoning to sus- 
es, and are too blind ‘to 
ange. 
id tia ind unblushing 
itie ritarrog ating to themselves a power 


another still more appar- 
‘and meét them 

alt the yeaa of which they are 
ow, that the government of this 
rT. OF so far 
order 


eta 


he ise tion our 
three if 


Are exert 
A 
bor of Mey he valled ftom ti 


